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Sarasota Orchestra Announces Passing
of Music Director Bramwell Tovey
SARASOTA, FL – July 13, 2022 – It is with profound sadness that we share the news that Music
Director Bramwell Tovey has passed away following declining health in recent days.
In 2021, Maestro Tovey accepted the position of Music Director of Sarasota Orchestra,
extended his artistic leadership position with the Rhode Island Philharmonic, and was
appointed as Principal Guest Conductor with Orchestre Symphonique de Québec.
An international musical leader and global citizen, Maestro Tovey impacted several generations
across multiple continents through his music making, conducting and teaching. British-born
Bramwell Tovey charmed Sarasota audiences with his debut concert in October 2021 and in the
finale to the Sarasota Orchestra Masterworks season this past April. “The musical world has
lost a real treasure,” said Tom Ryan, Board Chair of Sarasota Orchestra.
Known for his warm personality, clever wit and superb musicianship, Maestro Tovey was
beloved by musicians with whom he shared the stage and countless music lovers from around
the globe who attended concerts.
“There was immediate chemistry between Maestro Tovey and our Orchestra. We shared with
him an expectation of a long partnership. Like so many, all of us at Sarasota Orchestra feel the
tremendous loss of a great friend and sincere collaborator. Our heartfelt thoughts are with his

family during this most difficult hour,” said Joseph McKenna, President and CEO of Sarasota
Orchestra.
Diagnosed with a rare form of sarcoma in May of 2019, Tovey underwent surgery at Dana
Farber in Boston in June of 2021 that left him briefly cancer free. In January of this year, scans
confirmed a re-occurrence from which he was ultimately unable to recover.
Details about expressing condolences will be shared separately when information becomes
available. Sarasota Orchestra will provide updated information about the coming season in the
near future.
About Sarasota Orchestra:
Since 1949, Sarasota Orchestra has inspired and entertained music-lovers across the region and
visitors from around the world. As the oldest continuing orchestra in the state of Florida, each
year the 76-member Orchestra performs more than 100 classical, pops, chamber music, and
community outreach concerts. Sarasota Orchestra's acclaimed music education program
includes the Sarasota Youth Orchestras, established in 1959. Sarasota Orchestra is also the
parent program of the world-renowned Sarasota Music Festival, founded in 1965. For further
information, please visit www.SarasotaOrchestra.org.
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Images of Bramwell Tovey are available here:
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/bg4wwvofuol1ir2wdmjp8/h?dl=0&rlkey=rfh09aadnw
n0kzdfxeyxgi79q
Additional high-resolution images for Sarasota Orchestra are available at:
www.sarasotaorchestra.org/download
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