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Sarasota Orchestra to Receive Grant
from the National Endowment for the Arts
SARASOTA, FL – May 18, 2021 – Sarasota Orchestra has been approved for a $15,000 Grants for

Arts Projects award to support the 2021 Sarasota Music Festival. Grant funds will support the
reimagined 2021 Sarasota Music Festival, which includes socially distanced live performances
by faculty and former fellows from June 12-19, 2021.
Sarasota Orchestra’s project is among the more than 1,100 projects across America totaling
nearly $27 million that were selected during this second round of Grants for Arts Projects fiscal
year 2021 funding.
“As the country and the arts sector begin to imagine returning to a post-pandemic world, the
National Endowment for the Arts is proud to announce funding that will help arts organizations
such as Sarasota Orchestra reengage fully with partners and audiences,” said NEA Acting
Chairman Ann Eilers. “Although the arts have sustained many during the pandemic, the chance
to gather with one another and share arts experiences is its own necessity and pleasure.”
Joseph McKenna, President & CEO of Sarasota Orchestra said, “Sarasota Orchestra is grateful
for the support of the NEA and their grant for the Sarasota Music Festival. Bringing back the
Festival this year is an important way to sustain music in our community and we appreciate the
assistance.”
Sarasota Music Festival
The Sarasota Music Festival has earned a place in the music world as one of the premier
teaching and chamber music festivals in the United States. The Sarasota Music Festival is a
magical combination of youthful promise and acclaimed talent that carries a reputation as one
of the finest classical-music events in the nation.
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National Endowment for the Arts
For more information on the projects included in the Arts Endowment grant announcement,
visit arts.gov/news.
About Sarasota Orchestra:
For 71 years, Sarasota Orchestra has been engaging music lovers from around the region and
visitors from around the world. The Orchestra performs more than 125 classical, Pops,
education and community engagement concerts each year and is recognized as the oldest
continuing orchestra in the state of Florida. Youth programs provide concert experiences for
about 10,000 students per year and include an extensive youth orchestra program of eight
ensembles with 325 students. The Sarasota Music Festival is a world-renowned performance
and teaching festival that attracts young musicians and faculty from across the globe each June.
For further information, please visit www.sarasotaorchestra.org.
Additional Information about the Sarasota Music Festival is available at
www.sarasotaorchestra.org/festival. Patrons may reach the Box Office at (941) 953-3434.
Images Available:
• Images of the 2021 Sarasota Music Festival can be found here:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/se70qzvonw6kgb0/AAA2KZpJGKIvh22_r3AlnCFda?dl=0
• Additional high-resolution photography is available at
www.sarasotaorchestra.org/download.
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