FLORIDA WEST COAST SYMPHONY ANNOUNCES ITS 

60TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON

Symphony Launches a Series of New Programs Aimed at Offering 

“Something for Everyone”  
Sarasota, FL – March 27, 2008 – The Florida West Coast Symphony announced its 60th Anniversary season with a rich program of new and exciting concerts aimed at both lovers of classical music, as well as those new to the orchestra experience.  

“This will be a season like no other.  In honor of our 60th Anniversary, we have programmed something for everyone,” exclaimed Leif Bjaland, Artistic Director. 

Highlighting the new season will be a Pixel Pops series that will bring video to the Pops experience.  Signaling an outreach to new audiences, the Pixel Pops programs will feature Bugs Bunny on Broadway and Video Games Live.
“Combining the music of a spectacular orchestra with video of cartoons and video games is anything but the formal, traditional classical music experience people expect from a symphony.  Our goal is to attract new audiences to the symphony so they may find out for themselves that the symphony offers something for every taste, every age and every level of experience with music,” said Joseph McKenna, President and CEO. 

Another ground-breaking effort by the symphony will be its innovative Journeys to Genius concerts, which will be held at the newly renovated Sarasota Opera House and will showcase Beethoven and Dvorak.  “After a two-year hiatus from the Opera House, I am pleased to present this new incarnation of our former Composer Series in such a spectacular hall,” noted Bjaland.  

“Designed for people with an interest in classical music but maybe not as much experience, Journeys to Genius tell the story of a musical genius through an iconic piece of music.  The performance includes a multi-media show and narration highlighting the life and experiences of the composer.  It is fitting that we are starting with Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony, the most triumphant and perhaps best known of all symphonic pieces,” said Bjaland, who will conduct and narrate the series.   

Also, brand new for our local symphony will be a Family Program of nationally recognized concerts including “Beethoven Lives Upstairs” and “Mr. Smith’s Bowl of Notes.”   The Symphony is particularly pleased to schedule a holiday concert featuring music from the animated movie The Polar Express, said Bjaland.  This seasonally-themed concert is called “Home for the Holidays.”   

Rousing highlights of the Masterworks season include a violin concerto performance by Bradenton resident and 2008 Grammy Award Winner James Ehnes, and a novel performance of Holst’s The Planets synchronized to images from NASA.  The season starts off with a concert of five stunning Rhapsodies and ends with Beethoven’s moving Ninth Symphony (composed when Beethoven was totally deaf).  In between, the symphony will feature guest conductor David Lockington from the Grand Rapids Symphony, a performance of Rimsky-Korsakov’s gripping Scheherazade, as well as an evening of Mozart and Mahler.  

“For our Diamond Jubilee celebration, we have programmed an exciting Masterworks season packed with ‘WOW’ experiences.  It features a wonderful balance of popular, artistic and innovative concerts,” said Bjaland. 

Stimulating programs of the Symphony’s Great Escapes and Chamber Music series return to delight new and returning audiences.  The Great Escapes season will feature six themed weekends, each boasting a collection of Pops favorites and a sprinkling of light classics.  The Chamber season will feature a Splendid September series of four concerts.  

“As part of the Symphony’s efforts to introduce new audiences to our regional gem, we are launching a Symphony Sampler of three concerts,” said Gordon Greenfield, Chief Marketing Officer.  “This provides a surprisingly affordable opportunity to try out three different types of symphony concerts with three very different formats.”   The Symphony Sampler package starts out at $99 for three concerts and is designed as a gateway into the entertaining world of the Symphony.  

In addition to Leif Bjaland, returning conductors include Dirk Meyer (Assistant Conductor and Youth Orchestra Musical Director) and Andrew Lane (Pops Conductor).  

“We are 60 years young and have programmed a fresh new season that will thrill patrons who have supported the Symphony for decades as well as entice newcomers to attend,” said McKenna.  “This new season is a celebration of the longevity and promise of one of Florida’s treasured cultural organizations.  The incomparable power of a live musical performance by a world-class orchestra is an extraordinary asset for area residents and tourists to enjoy.”

Subscription packages are now on sale by mail and in person at the Symphony box office.  On-line subscriptions may be ordered after April 21.  Single tickets are available for sale in September.  To request a brochure, go to FWCS.org or call (941) 953-4252.

###

FWCS 2008-2009 SEASON SCHEDULE RELEASE
JOURNEYS TO GENIUS    

Designed to offer patrons a totally different musical experience, Maestro Leif Bjaland narrates a video journey that explores how the life of a composer, his passions and fate influenced his creative genius. The programs, held at the Sarasota Opera House at 8 p.m., conclude with a performance of a symphonic masterpiece.

· Beethoven: The Angry Revolutionary, October 18, 2008 

Discover how Beethoven’s journey through fate resulted in his Fifth Symphony – and then hear the symphony in its entirety.

· Dvorak: Lost in America, April 18, 2009 

One of Europe’s greatest composers fuses his love of European traditions with the raw emotion and beauty of America. Hear what is considered by many to be the quintessential American symphony, From The New World.  

Series prices for Journeys to Genius start at $40.  Single tickets, available in September, start at $25.

PIXEL POPS

This dynamic Pops series combines cutting edge visuals and technology with live symphonic accompaniment consisting of three Saturday concerts at 7:30 p.m., at the Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall in Sarasota.  

· Bugs Bunny on Broadway, February 7, 2009

What’s up doc? Classic cartoons are projected on the big screen while their original scores are performed live, in perfect synchronization by the orchestra.

· Video Games Live, March 28, 2009
Cutting edge video, synchronized lighting and live music are combined creating a unique concert experience that has thrilled audiences at sold-out shows across the nation.

· American Frontiers, May 16, 2009
Guest vocalists Michelle Amato and Bryan Harden will join the orchestra for a musical salute honoring our great nation. In celebration of the 40th anniversary of the first moon walk, the orchestra will perform the score from Apollo 13 synchronized to NASA video footage. 

Pops series subscription prices start at $75. Single tickets, available in September, start at $29. 

MASTERWORKS 

The full symphony orchestra presents its hallmark series of classical music in seven programs from mid November through early April at the Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall in Sarasota and the Neel Performing Arts Center on the campus of Manatee Community College in Bradenton. Subscribers may choose from four different series of five, six or seven concerts, with both evenings and matinees available. 

The 60th anniversary Masterworks concerts include some of the most majestic and well-known works in symphonic repertoire, including Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue, Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons, Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 and Brahms’ Violin Concerto performed by Bradenton resident and 2008 Grammy Award winner James Ehnes.

The dynamic Masterworks guest artists will perform a compelling variety of works:

· Pianist Stewart Goodyear will perform Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue and Rachmaninoff’s Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini (Oct 30-Nov 2, 2008)

· Vocalist Kelley Nassief and pianist Bennedetto Lupo will perform Mahler’s Symphony No. 4, and Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 18. (Dec 12-14, 2008)

· Violinist James Ehnes will perform Bartok’s Concerto for Orchestra (Jan 8-11, 2009)

· Clarinetist Bharat Chandra will perform Copland’s Clarinet Concerto led by guest conductor David Lockington. (Jan 30-Feb 1, 2009)

· Violinist Lara St. John will perform Vivaldi’s the Four Seasons and the orchestra will perform Holst’s The Planets accompanied by NASA footage in perfect synchronization to the music. (Feb 21-22, 2009)

· Pianist Andrew Von Oeyen performs Mendelssohn’s Piano Concert No. 1. 


(March 12-15, 2009)

· Vocalists Paula Rasmussen, Theresa Hamm Smith, Harold Meers and John Sauvey will join the Key Chorale in a performance of Beethoven’s famous Symphony No. 9. (April 2-5, 2009)

Leif Bjaland will conduct all Masterworks concerts except those on January 30-February 1, which will be led by David Lockington, conductor of the Grand Rapids Symphony. 

The Symphony Association will present Classical Conversations, a set of seven pre-concert lectures held the Thursday of each Masterworks weekend, at 10:30 a.m. in Holley Hall of the Beatrice Friedman Symphony Center. Admission is $8 and tickets may be purchased at the door.

Series prices for Masterworks start at $145.  Single tickets, available in September start at $32.

GREAT ESCAPES 

The Florida West Coast Symphony presents an engaging Great Escapes series of Pops favorites with a sprinkling of light classical pieces in Holley Hall of the Beatrice Friedman Symphony Center. Each of the six programs is themed and includes entertaining commentary by the conductor: 

· It’s Magic (October 8-11, 2008)

· I Love a Parade (December 17-20, 2008)

· Glamour Girls (January 14-17, 2009)

· Going Green (March 18-21, 2009)

· Water Under the Bridge (April 22-25, 2009)

· Night and Day (May 6-9, 2009)

Maestro Dirk Meyer will lead the orchestra in five programs and Maestro Leif Bjaland will conduct the December program. 

Great Escapes programs are performed in two formats: full-length and abbreviated. Full-length programs are held on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. and Saturdays at 8 p.m. Abbreviated programs are performed without intermission on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. and Fridays at 5:30 p.m. Series subscription prices for Great Escapes start at $168. Single tickets, available in September, start at $30.

Chamber Music 

Chamber music has always been a staple of the Florida West Coast Symphony’s season, and next year is no exception. Four Chamber Music concerts will be presented in the intimacy of Holley Hall of the Beatrice Friedman Symphony Center on Sunday afternoons in September, and three additional concerts, Chamber Soirées, will be held on Thursdays throughout the season. 

Splendid September Series: Sundays in September 2008, 4 p.m., Holley Hall

· September 7; the Florida Brass Quintet performs a world premiere by Brusick and selections from Ewald, Bach, Bernstein and Pirchner

· September 14; the Florida String Quartet performs Haydn, Shostakovich and Brahms

· September 21; the works of Farkas, Janacek and Hidas are performed by the Florida Wind Quintet

· September 28; the New Artists Piano Quartet performs Mozart, Francaix and Strauss

Chamber Soirées: Thursdays, 5:30 p.m., Holley Hall. Complimentary hors d’oeuvres and wine tasting 

one hour prior to each concert

· January 22, 2009, St. Petersburg - Dirk Meyer leads the Symphony Chamber Players in selections from Schnittke, Shostakovich and Tchaikovsky

· April 9, 2009, Paris - Debussy, Saint-Saens, Faure and Poulenc will be performed under the baton of Maestro Dirk Meyer

· May 14, 2009, Vienna - the Florida String Quartet performs Janacek and Beethoven

Series subscription prices for Chamber Music Concerts start at $60.  Single tickets, available in September, start at $20.

FAMILY CONCERTS

These programs are designed as fun, memorable and thought-provoking musical learning experiences to be shared by the whole family.

· Beethoven Lives Upstairs, October 5, 2008, 3 p.m., Sarasota Opera House

· Home for the Holidays, December 6, 2008,  7 p.m., Van Wezel

· Mr. Smith’s Bowl of Notes, April 19, 2009, 3 p.m., Sarasota Opera House

SPECIAL EVENTS

· Mentors of Music, October 4, 2008, 8 p.m., Sarasota Opera House

The Symphony salutes our community’s music teachers who inspire and encourage our youth to appreciate great music. The “Music Teacher of the Year” awards will be presented accompanied by video footage and performances by the Orchestra. 

· Annual Gala, Hold the date of January 24, 2009 for the not-to-be-missed highlight of the season, the Symphony’s Annual Gala, which will celebrate the organization’s 60th Anniversary.  The theme will be unveiled soon. 

· Side-by-Side, the Youth Philharmonic and professional Symphony musicians will perform on February 9, 2009 at 7:30 p.m., at the Neel Performing Arts Center. 
· Valentine Pops, Let the Symphony serenade your sweetheart! Two performances are slated, the first on Friday, February 13, 2009 at 7 p.m., at the North Port Performing Arts Center, the second on Saturday, February 14, 2009 at 8 p.m., in Manatee County.


Tickets for Family Concerts and all special events will be available in September.

Subscription renewals are now underway. New subscription orders will be processed throughout the summer. To request a brochure, contact the Symphony at (941) 953-4252 or visit the Web site at fwcs.org. Subscriber questions may be directed to the Symphony Box Office at (941) 953-3434, open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.   The Florida West Coast Symphony box office is located at 709 N. Tamiami Trail, in the Beatrice Friedman Symphony Center. 

Detailed biographies of the 2008-2009 guest artists are available upon request. A schedule of concert dates by series is also available. 

All programs and guest artists subject to change.

PHOTOS ATTACHED:

· Leif Bjaland, artistic director

· Stewart Goodyear, piano (Masterworks opening weekend, Oct 30-Nov 2, 2008)

· Lara St. John, violin (Masterworks, Feb 21-22, 2009)

· Andrew Von Oeyen, piano (Masterworks, March 12-15, 2009)

· The Florida Wind Quintet (Chamber Music, Sept 21, 2008)

· The Florida West Coast Symphony Orchestra
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